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Overview 

 Dynamic agenda   

 What law students should know,                   
understand and be able to do  

 Inputs and Outputs 

 Academic Standards  

 Law’s ‘Threshold Learning Outcomes’ (‘TLOs’) 

 What of internationalisation 

 Knowledge, skills and attitudes 

 Relationship with the TLOs 
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http://www.hcourt.gov.au/assets/publications

/speeches/current-

justices/frenchcj/frenchcj04july11.pdf  
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Legal Education in 2012   

 1982 Priestley 11 – ‘light hand’/ ‘dead hand’ 

 2000 PLT Competencies for entry-level lawyers 

 Numerous Aust and international reports on 
legal education  

 Most recently: Stuckey ‘Best Practices’ (2007) and 
Carnegie (2007) Reports 

 2009 CALD Standards for Australian Law Schools 

 2010-12 LLB & JD: Threshold Learning Outcomes  
 

Sally Kift 

http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lacc/documents/discussion_papers.cfm  

http://www.cald.asn.au/docs/CALD - standards project - final - adopted 17 November 2009.pdf
http://www.olt.gov.au/resource-law-ltas-statement-altc-2010
http://www.lawcouncil.asn.au/lacc/documents/discussion_papers.cfm


Teaching and Learning; Inputs and Outputs 
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Australian Learning & Teaching 2012                     
A perfect storm 

 A new Tertiary Education Quality & Standards 
Agency (TEQSA) 

 Quality of student experience & engagement 

 ‘Quality, attainment and participation’   

 Recruitment & retention of                                              
non-traditional students: 40/20 targets 

 ‘Academic standards’; ‘Brand Australia’  

 http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Pages/TransformingAustraliasHESystem.aspx   
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‘Academic Standards’  
DEEWR Discussion Paper (June 2011, 4-5) 
 

 “...student achievement or attainment is                                
the ultimate goal of higher education. The reasons                        
for the international interest in defining and measuring 
student outcomes lie partly in the diversification of 
higher education providers, course objectives and 
modes of course delivery. This has led to concerns 
about the preparedness of graduates and the 
comparability of graduates from different courses               
and similar courses offered by different institutions...  

 Australia must be confident that all graduates meet 
national minimum levels of attainment appropriate                
for the... discipline...and...the level of the award” 

 
  

http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Policy/teqsa/Pages/TeachingandLearningStandardsDiscussion.aspx    
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http://www.deewr.gov.au/HigherEducation/Policy/teqsa/Pages/TeachingandLearningStandardsDiscussion.aspx


International standards agenda 

Tuning Europe (since 1999) 
 46 countries; 29 subjects; no law 

Tuning Latin America (since 2003) 
 19 countries; law  

UK 
 57 subjects – law 2000, 2007 

Law Standards Statements: eg  

 ABA, Canadian Taskforce,                                                      
UK Joint Statement, Scotland 

Standardised testing – OECD et al 

http://globalhighered.wordpress.com/2009/04/28/tuning-usa-reforming-higher-education-in-the-us-europe-style/  
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March 30 2011, HES 

AUSTRALIA'S business leaders 
say "suede patch tenured 
academics" [aren’t producing] 
graduates with the skills 
necessary to succeed in 
business... the Business  
Council of Australia's  
education taskforce said 
graduates still lacked  
essential attributes, especially 
in leadership, teamwork and 
communication, but 
universities were failing to 
heed the call. http://www.theaustralian.com.au/higher-education/business-takes-

dim-view-of-academe/story-e6frgcjx-1226030289897  
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Australian Financial Review,  Legal Affairs, 20 May 2011, 49.  

‘commercially astute’     ‘better communication and teamwork skills’  
‘ability to work overseas and to work with international clients’  



An Australian HE focus on Graduate Attributes 
Seven broad areas [in addition to discipline knowledge] 

 COMMUNICATION: written & oral 

 THINKING: critical, analytical, creative & reflective 

 PROBLEM SOLVING: generating ideas & innovative solutions  

 INFORMATION LITERACY: to find, evaluate & create information  

 SELF-MANAGEMENT: learning and working independently 

 TEAMWORK: learning and working collaboratively 

 CIVIC ENGAGEMENT: Ethical and inclusive engagement with 

communities, cultures and nation 

http://boliver.ning.com/   
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‘Graduate Attributes’ (GAs) 
‘employability skills’ 

 Employability skills are a ‘subset’ of GAs 

 Employability skills:  

 [Aust] Graduate Employability Skills (2007) 
http://www.dest.gov.au/NR/rdonlyres/E58EFDBE-BA83-430E-A541-
2E91BCB59DF1/20214/GraduateEmployabilitySkillsFINALREPORT1.pdf 

 (2002): communication, teamwork, problem solving, 

self-management, planning & organisation, technology, 
lifelong learning, initiative and enterprise    

Similar to  

 US Partnership for 21st Century Skills (2002) 
http://www.21stcenturyskills.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=29&Itemid=42  

 UK Leitch Review of Skills (2006)  
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Graduate Attributes 
Eg, UTS: Law   

Words 

http://www.law.uts.edu.au/graduate-attributes/graduate_attributes_booklet.pdf  
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Drafting of 2010 Law                                                           
TLOs influenced by:  

 

http://www.olt.gov.au/resource-law-ltas-statement-altc-2010   
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3/26/2012 

http://www.teqsa.gov.au/higher-

education-standards-framework   

Quality Assurance  

Must meet 
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Location of AQF qualification 

types in the levels structure  

http://www.aqf.edu.au/Portals/0/Documents/Handbook/AustQuals%20FrmwrkFirstEditionJuly2011_FINAL.pdf  

Bachelor of Laws 

Level 7 – Level 8 

Graduate Diploma of 

Legal Practice  

Level 8 

Juris Doctor 

Level 9  

Qualifications Standards = AQF 

 

Sally Kift 

http://www.aqf.edu.au/Portals/0/Documents/Handbook/AustQuals FrmwrkFirstEditionJuly2011_FINAL.pdf


 Graduates at the Bachelor degree                                         
(AQF level 7) will have (p 45):  

   …broad and coherent knowledge and skills for         
professional work and/or further learning 

 

 Graduates at the Masters degree                                          
(AQF level 9) will have (p 57):  

 …specialised knowledge and skills for research                  
and/or professional practice and/or further learning 

 

Australian Qualifications Framework (AQF)              
Level/ Degree Descriptors 

http://www.aqf.edu.au/   
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 Nothing in the AQF about 
internationalisation! 

…  other than that the ‘Objectives of the         
AQF’ include that it (at p 8) 

… ‘supports and enhances the national and 
international mobility of graduates and workers 
through increased recognition of the value and 
comparability of Australian qualifications 

…  enables alignment of the AQF with international 
qualifications and frameworks’. 

http://www.aqf.edu.au/  
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Law TLOs : Bachelor of Laws 
Six (6) Threshold Learning Outcomes 

 Knowledge (Priestley 11 + some) 

 Ethics and professional responsibility 

 Thinking Skills 

 Research Skills 

 Communication and collaboration 

 Self-management 

http://www.olt.gov.au/resource-law-ltas-statement-altc-2010   
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Law TLOs as possible program learning outcomes? 

   Broad disciplinary support for TLOs 

 CALD has endorsed the TLOs  

 TLOs satisfy LACC re Priestley 11 

 TLOs align with AQF (TEQSA’s minimum standard) 

  TLOs capture good practice and  

 sit with statements of graduate attributes  

 resonate with other international statements. 
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Internationalisation  
 

Internationalisation and the TLOs 

 



International Association of Universities 
(IAU)(UNESCO based) 

IAU Statement on Internationalization (2000): 
 …Whether in the economic, political, or social realms, 

higher education is expected to contribute to raising the 
overall quality of life, world wide. To fulfil its role 
effectively and maintain excellence, higher education 
must become far more internationalized; it must 
integrate an international and intercultural dimension 
into its teaching, research, and service functions. 

http://www.iau-aiu.net/sites/all/files/declaration_Internationalization_Policy_Statement_0.pdf  
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www.ioc.net.au.  

ALTC National Fellowship – AssPro Betty Leask 

http://www.ioc.net.au/


Internationalisation – What  

 International law students into Aust law programs 
(on- & off-shore); international opportunities for  
Aust law students (on- (online) & off-shore) 

 International legal educators & public figures to Aust; 
Aust legal educators & public figures go overseas 

 Internationalising the legal education curriculum 

 Twinning arrangements between Aust and 
international institutions  

 Of teaching, research and service 
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Possible foci for internationalised curriculum 

 Internationally focused subject content 

 International & comparative perspectives 

 Bijural/ multijural/ polyjural/  transsystemic/ 
transnational legal education (eg ‘bijural’ commonly 
used in Canada: students necessarily study both civil & 
common law); for more reflexive international practice 

 International legal research skills 

 Students as global citizens 

 Intercultural competency 

 Second (+) language acquisition 
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http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/curriculum/index.html  

http://www.law.harvard.edu/academics/curriculum/index.html


http://www.law.harvard.edu/news/2012/02/01_law-school-deans-discuss-globalization.html  
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http://www.babseacle.org/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/2011-BABSEA-CLE-Magazine_Online.pdf  
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Internationalisation and the TLOs (1) 

[remembering the TLOs are minimum standards] 

 TLO1 Knowledge –  
(a) the fundamental areas of legal knowledge, the 

Australian legal system, and underlying principles 
and concepts, including international and 
comparative contexts,… 

 TLOs 2-6 –  

 Skills and attitudes for internationalisation 
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Internationalisation and the TLOs (2) 

[interpreting the TLOs broadly] 

 TLO 2 for global citizenry  

 TLO3 thinking skills for internationalisation 

 TLO4 international & comparative research 

 TLO5 intercultural competency in 
communication and collaboration  

 TLO6 reflective and self-managing behaviours 
for international engagement  
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International Legal Research 

http://libguides.library.qut.edu.au/content.php?pid=211894&sid=1763741  

http://libguides.library.qut.edu.au/content.php?pid=211894&sid=1763738  

Gummow J: I think counsel 

should spend more time in law 

libraries and less time huddled 

over computers. It might assist 

us in our task.  
Phonographic Performance Company of Australia 

Limited & Ors v Commonwealth of Australia & Ors 

[2011] HCATrans 118 (11 May 2011) 

http://libguides.library.qut.edu.au/content.php?pid=211894&sid=1763741
http://libguides.library.qut.edu.au/content.php?pid=211894&sid=1763738


21st Century Legal Education   
 

Changes in delivery 

Current areas of investigation  

 



Curriculum Delivery 
has changed 

http://www.wuacademia.org/wuacademia-popular-university.html  

Representation of a university class in the 1350s 

http://qut.edu.au  

http://www.completemarketingsystems.com/cms/web-2-0  

http://www.wit.net.in/learning-

management-system-2/  
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Professors Stephen Colbran (UNE)                       
and Les McCrimmon (CDU) 

 
Students’ Moodle Site

Students’ Learnline Site

Supporting resources

	

	

	

Animation

Interactive Pdf

Training packages

Virtual worlds and simulations

e-Grading feedback

Podcasts and vodcasts
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Moira Murray (ANU): Online PLT 

 An example of an online course 

The Professional Practice Core (PPC)

•5 day intensive first

• Core courses integrated over 16 weeks

• “Virtual firms” in simulated legal office

• Practice Management

• Firm and individual assessment

6

7



 

CRICOS No. 00213Ja university for the worldreal
R

Contextualising law through machinima

Machinima
Narrative 
centred 
learning

Problem 
solving

Real world-
type 

settings 

Scalable

Visual 
learning Cost 

effective

Sustainable

Flexible 
learning

Engaging

Professor Des Butler, QUT
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AIR GONDWANA

Negotiation theory and practice

(First year Contact Law)

Professor Des Butler, QUT

CRICOS No. 00213Ja university for the worldreal
R

Legal ethics

(Final year Professional Responsibility)

Professor Des Butler, QUT

CRICOS No. 00213Ja university for the worldreal
R

THE SAPPHIRE VORTEX

Criminal offences, defences, responsibility and procedure

(Second year Criminal Law)

Professor Des Butler, QUT



Professor Paul Maharg, Northumbria University  

http://www.slideshare.net/paulmaharg/presentations  
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Excellence and Innovation in Legal 
Education (2011): Table of Contents  
 

 

http://www.lexisnexis.co

m/store/catalog/productde

tail.jsp?pageName=relate

dProducts&prodId=prod1

4390325#  
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Final Year Curriculum Principles 
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Capstone Experiences                                            

(including Work Integrated Learning (WIL))  
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